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enough to change Him.”
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Without Him I would be lost.

side of this thought. The other side is to
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When I read this I was struck first by how powerfully this is true in my relationship
with God. Yes, I’ve been a Christian for decades, and went to Bible college, and am a
pastor but [ am also a broken person God is stitching back together with His love and
< grace. Time and time again in my life I find myself agreeing with Paul when he writes in
2 Romans 7, “For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under
< sin. For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the
2 very thing I hate.” Praise be to God who rains down new mercies upon us every morning.
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A prominent and well known Christian speaker of today, Paul Washer, said this,
‘I have given God countless reasons not to love me. None of them has been strong

My relationship with God is the first | %().6_/ : a:
consider whether people in my life can say | e | —
the same about me. Can people in my life
say, “I have given Justin countless reasons to

love and mercy from God.,
not because of what we have done,
but because of who He 1s.~

not love me but none of them has been strong
nough to change him.”? God has extended me this mercy. Do I willingly extend it to
thers? I know I cannot by my own strength, so once again I am on my knees asking for
more grace, more mercy, and more love.

Having Lots of FUN retreating at Camp Sooner!

Pictured Back to Front: KeriLen Nickels, Janie
! Harris, Kay Lewis, Pat Crawford, Sue Howard, Heidi
Avery, Kay Cordell, Sheila Huse, Rachel Tarbox,
" Crystal Pifer, Retta Woods, Debbie Nickels, Katlyn
[ Wilson, Susi Jantz, Faith Robinson, Katie Cobble,
Debbie Ketchum, Rose Woods (not pictured
Elizabeth Griffin & Lillian Grace Tarbox)
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We are all “fearfully & wonderfully made”.

Thanks to our planners, Janie, Kay, Rose, KeriLen
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Eternal, righteous, holy, good, merciful, gracious, omnipotent, sovereign,
incomprehensible, loving, kind, jealous even. All these and many more are attributes of our
God. These things are who he is.

I have a favorite attribute of God—his faithfulness. That’s probably why one of my
favorite praise songs is “The Lord Our God.” The opening lines are “Promise maker,
promise keeper; You finish what you begin. Our provision in the desert; You see it through
to the end.” I’ve seen the truth of these words play out in my life again and again as God has
been faithful to me and my family, even when I haven’t always been faithful to him. I love
to think about God’s faithfulness.

But the past few weeks I’ve felt the Spirit telling me to not just think about the faith-
fulness of God, as if it were some sort of intellectual exercise, but to actually live in the hope
of God’s faithfulness; more specifically, to live in expectation. Not that I expect God to
behave in any specific way or to do things the way I want them done, quite the opposite
actually. My only expectation is that God will be faithful, in whatever way he sees fit, and in
whatever time he wants. A minister in our brotherhood puts it this way, “I fully expect God
to do, what I did not expect him to do, in a way I did not expect him to do it, even when I am
expecting him to do something.”

We see in David’s life what it means to live in expectation in Psalm 40. “I waited
patiently for the Lord.” The more literal translation is “waiting did I wait for the Lord.”
While David was busy waiting he began to wait some more. Why? Because he lived in
expectation that God would behave faithfully. And God does move. He lifts David from the
pits of despair and places him on the rock, giving him sound footing, and even blessing him
with a new and wonderful song to sing.

Maybe you’re in the pits of life right now. Maybe you’re excited about the potential of
a new youth building. Maybe you’ve been sharing the Gospel of Christ with a friend.

Wherever you are, whatever you’re doing, in all things, live in the hope of God, expecting
him to move faithfully in your life and in his kingdom.

Joseph
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