Have I ever mentioned that I love the book of Exodus? Exodus is the story of the
liberation of God’s people from Egypt. It is also the story of the giving of the Law and the
establishment of the identity of the Hebrew people. So many of the patterns laid out in
Exodus teach us about our lives as Christians and demonstrate for us the big picture of
what Jesus is doing in the world. I would like to point out one pattern in particular that is
relevant to our holiday season.
In chapters 20-40 of Exodus we see the Law of God being given to the people of Israel. It
of course concerns every day living, purity law, and religious duties. One of the primary
issues dealt with is the construction of the tabernacle and all of the items within it. Careful
attention is given to each vessel of worship and to how and when they were to be used.
You might expect this to be the case since this is the place where God’s presence will
reside among the people. It will be the focal point of worship and service to God.
Nothing is left to chance. Every detail is addressed. So it might not surprise you to learn
that God wanted to make sure that the very first time the tabernacle was erected and the
holy items were brought into the tabernacle was not on just any day. God chose a very
specific day.
Exodus 40:1-3: “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “On the first day of the first
month you shall erect the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. And you shall put in it
the ark of the testimony, and you shall screen the ark with the veil.” (read the rest of
chapter 40 when you get a minute!)
Now before you object I know that the Hebrew calendar is different from our own and that
the first day of the first month on their calendar does not equate to New Year’s Day on
ours. But let’s not miss the point. God is making the not so subtle statement that before
anything else, I Am. Before the year takes you in a thousand different directions, some
that you have planned, some that life will throw at you, set His presence and worship at
the center of your life. How different might 2019 look if “on the first day of the first
month” you resolve as a disciple and as families to set God, and the worship and service
of Him, before all else?
Justin
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
1/1 Teresa Foster
1/3 Matthew Cooper
1/13 Ruth Kennedy —
100 years young!
1/22 Jonah Standridge
1/24 Debbie Ketchum
1/24 Meili Peterson
1/27 Ashlyn Wilson
1/27 Chelsy Pifer
1/30 Suzanne Singleterry
1/31 Paula Veach
1/31 Ranee’ Hayes
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Called to Serve in January 2019
Leading Worship: Steve Burks, Jerry Hughes, Cassidy Standridge,
Jennifer Spray, Heidi Avery
GREETERS & DOORHOLDERS
1/6 1-Jason Nickels; 2-Aiden Nickels; 3–Pat Crawford; 4-Aubrey Nickels
1/13 1-James Tarbox; 2-Rachel Tarbox; 3-Roberta Eskew; 4-Coy Eskew
1/20 1-Galen McLaughlin; 2-Marge McLaughlin; 3-AC Hays, 4-Virginia Hays
1/27 1-Retta Woods;2-Heidi Avery; 3-Elsie Hinson; 4-Charlotte Brooks

Communion Thoughts

NURSERY

1/6
1/13
1/20
1/27

1/6
1/13
1/20
1/27

Howard Victery
Shawn Jantz
Joe Spencer
Ed Deplois

Therese Hall
Tonya Martinez
Retta Woods
Amy Wilson

SERVING THE LORD’S SUPPER/PASSING PLATES
1/6 Coy Eskew, Joe Boley, Norman Fritz, James Tarbox
1/13 Roy Graham, Anthony Hart, Galen McLaughlin, Pete C.
1/20 Howard Victery, Kendall Black, Robert Martinez, Zach N.
1/27 Ron Wood, Aiden Nickels, Jason Nickels, AC Hays
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
1/1 Jared & Cassidy
Standridge
1/28 Jayson & Paula
Veach

1/6 NO Kids Worship Today
1/13 Joseph & Rose Woods
1/20 Jennifer Spray and Rachel Tarbox
1/27 Jared Standridge and Retta Woods
PRAYER WARRIOR(S)
12/31-1/6
1/7-13
1/14-20
1/21-27
12/28-2/3

Jason & KeriLen Nickels
Mary Sill
Rosa Lea Morris
Charlotte Brooks
Keith Singleterry
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We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus’s
sake, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.
2 Corinthians 4:8-11
“God will never give you more than you can handle”.
“Everything happens for a reason.”
“When God closes a door, he opens a window.”
“When you replace ‘Why is this happening’ with ‘What is this trying to teach me’, everything changes.”

Perhaps you’ve heard or read these clichés, or something similar before. Maybe someone has even
offered these kinds of words to you in a time of trial in your life. I’m guessing if that’s the case these words
weren’t much help. That’s because there are several problems with these kinds of clichés. First, some of
them aren’t true. Second, many of these things we say are actually “me” centered. And third, these sayings
are often devoid of meaning in the moment. They are simply something to hang on to.
Let me offer you this idea: Nearly two-thousand years ago, the apostle Paul gave us a God-centered
Truth that we can not only hang on to in our troubles, we can even rejoice in it. In 2 Corinthians 4:8-9
Paul describes the life of an apostle as a life of trials and hardship. As a matter of fact, much of 2 Corinthians
is a record of Paul’s troubles; his body, mind, and spirit were a theatre in which suffering and sorrow were the
performers. But in verses 10 and 11 Paul shows us the lens through which he views these sufferings—the
lens of the gospel. The suffering of Jesus is carried around in the body so that the life of Jesus may be
revealed in the body as well. Paul is given over to death for the God glorifying purpose of the revelation of
Christ in his own body. Death and life. Cross, tomb, resurrection. That’s the gospel. And it’s the lens
through which Paul sees all of life, even suffering. So, in your trials and suffering, disregard the meaningless, empty clichés. Find solace in this; the Gospel is playing out in your life. The story of the Messiah, his
death and resurrection are on display in your own body. Christ is revealed in you. Or as Paul says elsewhere,
“Christ in you, the hope of glory” is now made known through you to the glory of God. That’s more than
something to hang onto, that’s something through the tears and hurt in which we can rejoice.
Joseph
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Parkview Christian Church, 2828 S. 9th Street,
P. O. Box 279, Chickasha, OK 73023 405-224-3027
www.parkviewcc.com - parkviewchristian6@gmail.com
facebook.com/PVCCOK
Sunday School at 9:30am Sunday Worship at 10:30am
Sun. PM Jr & Sr High Small Groups Back 1/13/19
*1st Sunday Night of the Month at 6pm UPPER ROOM

Wed. Meals Return Jan. 23 at 5:30p (Donations Taken)
Wed., 6p Youth 6:30p Adults & Kids Meet

7pm
Jan. 14th
Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

The Ladies of Parkview
will gather at 6:30pm on Tuesday,
Jan. 15th at Parkview
We’re rejoicing with the

- Rose will lead a devotion.

angels in heaven at

- Jennifer will lead us in praise/worship.

the baptism of
Summer Wilson

We’ll update you on a few things
happening this W4J season.

on November 25th.

- Katlyn will lead us in a special activity.

Summer is a student at
USAO. She lives with her
family, Chris, Amy, Alexis
and Aubrey.

- Deneva will bring refreshments.

COME enjoy
yourselves!!

Sunday, January 6th
6pm in PCC Sanctuary

Wednesday, January 9th at 6pm
Sunday, January 13th after the morning service

hospitality ministry meeting
Please plan to attend 1 of these meetings.

Justin

