
 Back from Israel.  My jet lag has faded away.  My things have been all put away and 

I’ve hung a new picture in my office.  So now I’m trying to think about the trip I just        

experienced, what was learned, and what there may be to pass on.   

On the second day of our tour I attempted to prepare the group for these moments 

of contemplation they would have after they returned to their homes and “normal” lives.  

We were atop Mount Carmel, sitting together in the shadow of a statue of the prophet       

Elijah sword in hand, slaying the prophets of Baal.               

I had thoughts I wanted to share prepared and      

written down but by the time my talk was over I  

wasn’t sure how I had gotten from point A to point B.  

The main point of my talk was this: we often think of 

Elijah’s confrontation with the false prophets of Ahab 

and  Jezebel as a triumph.  Before  the people of     

Israel, God demonstrated His mighty power by       

consuming Elijah’s sacrifice with fire from heaven.  

The people rejoice.  The false prophets are slain.  And 

that is where we typically end our telling of the story.   

But how do we measure this moment in terms 

of success or failure?  Elijah’s prayer was that this 

moment, this demonstration, would turn back the 

hearts of the people to God.  It didn’t.  Sure, there 

was a momentary  applause and remembrance of the 

God they once worshipped but this in no way turned 

the tide of idolatry and evil in Israel.  They continued 

plummeting down the road towards exile and destruction by the Assyrians.  Even Elijah did 

not seem to live in the truth of what he had experienced.  Rather than leaving the moun-

tain in triumph he fled in fear from Jezebel.  God was mighty.  His people were not.  The 

application for us upon that literal mountain and figuratively upon a mountaintop experi-

ence in Israel was that success can’t be measured by what happens on the mountain but 

by how we live when we return to the valley.   

This trip for me, this mountaintop experience, was different than the times I have 

visited Israel before.  Rather than being a tourist and pilgrim to learn and soak up the land, 

I was a leader.  My primary responsibility was to guide our group and do everything in my 

power to ensure they had a positive experience.  I was not anticipating how drastically     

different the trip would feel with my new role this time around.  Instead of listening to the 

guide at each site I was counting heads and making sure everyone was present.  Instead 

of replaying scenes from the Bible as I looked out the window of our bus at the Holy Land I 

was up front with the other leaders troubleshooting a problem with the itinerary or figuring 

out where to eat lunch.                                                               
          Continued on Page 3 



Page Two                              June 20, 2019 ISSUE 

Called to Serve in July 2019 

Leading Worship: Steve Burks, Jerry Hughes, Cassidy Standridge, 

Jennifer Spray, Heidi Avery 
 

  GREETERS & DOORHOLDERS                                                         
7/ 7 1-Retta Woods; 2-Heidi Avery.; 3–Roberta Eskew; 4–Coy Eskew                        

7/14  1-Pat Crawford;2-Kay Cordell 3-Mary Sill; 4-Pat Walters                                           

7/21  1-Galen McLaughlin; 2-Marge McL; 3-Howard Victery; 4-Charlotte Brooks 

7/28  1-Ron Wood; 2-Rosie Morris; 3-Sherry Holder; 4-Joella Wood                             
 

Communion Thoughts           NURSERY                       

7/7 Joe Spencer            7/7    ______________            

7/14  Danny Chaney    7/14  Tonya Martinez                                      

7/21 Jared Standridge          7/21  Retta Woods                                               

7/28 Howard Victery            7/28   Amy Wilson                                         

 
 

             SERVING THE LORD’S SUPPER/PASSING PLATES                                                

7/7 Roy Graham, Anthony Hart, Galen McL, Howard Victery                    

7/14 Coy Eskew, Joe Boley, Norman Fritz, Jared Standridge                       

7/21    Weyman Fulton, Joe Spencer, Shawn Jantz, Ron Wood                        

7/28    Danny Chaney, Pete Cozzitorto, Robert Griffin, James Tarbox  

 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP 

7/7   Kids Worship Dismissed Today                                                                                           

7/14  Joseph & Rose Woods                                                                                        

7/21  Jennifer Spray and Rachel Tarbox                                                         

7/28  Jared Standridge and Retta Woods  
 

PRAYER WARRIOR(S)                      

7/1-7       Mary Sill                                                                                                

7/8-14     Rosa Lea Morris                                                                         

7/15-21   Charlotte Brooks                                                                                                      

7/22-28   Keith Singleterry                                                                                          

7/29-8/4  Elsie Hinson 

   

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY             

7/2  Jill Cooper                            

7/6  Lupe Martinez                       

7/6  Glenda Trujillo                      

7/7  Pat Walters                              

7/8  Danny Chaney                     

7/8  Gavin Jantz                          

7/11  Tyson Owens                      

7/11 Tyana Rawson                               

7/13 Chris Wilson                                                    

7/17 Cody Owens                      

7/17 Edlynn Van Arsdale                                        

7/19 Dawna Dorough                 

7/19 Justin Veach                         

7/19 Shawn Jantz                                                                                                 

7/22 Elsie Hinson                         

7/22 Raven Fondy                                        

7/28  Amy Wilson   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

HAPPY                          

ANNIVERSARY                                
7/7  Chris & Amy Wilson                                                     

7/10  Howard & Ann 

Victery                                         

7/12  Cheyenne & Faith 

Robinson                       

7/13  Jay & Robin                       

Grossnicklaus 

One Nation  

 

 

Under God 
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 I don’t want you to interpret this as complaining.  I loved my new type of 

experience in Israel.  But I didn’t enjoy every moment of it.  There were some stressful, 

exhausting, and aggravating moments along the way.  In many ways I felt like Elijah 

trying to arrange a circumstance for God’s people to encounter the voice of God.  I was 

facilitating the meeting and then trying to get out of the way so God could be heard 

clearly by each member of our group.  What I didn’t have that Elijah had was a giant 

fireball from heaven.  God was speaking to each person in different ways and through 

different moments throughout our trip.  And so for me everything came together in two 

moments, two fireballs across the sky of my vision.   

 

 The first was our group’s experience at the Jordan      

River.  Baptizing brothers and sisters in Christ who were     

recommitting in their walk, my own wife, my own self, and a 

new sister in Christ was beyond-words amazing.  Those who 

were there will try to describe the power of that moment but 

their words will fall short.  It was a fireball from heaven. 

 

 The second moment was one of our last.  We were at 

the Garden Tomb preparing to share communion together 

after viewing Golgotha and the empty tomb.  We gave time 

for everyone to share what God had been speaking to them 

during the trip.  I’ll allow those who spoke to speak for 

themselves in their time but the testimonies that were 

shared there another fireball across the sky for me.  All the 

stress, work, and aggravation had been worth it because God had shown up and done 

what He does.   

 

 But now I end where I began.  We have returned from the mountaintop experi-

ence and re-entered the valley of discipleship.  This is where I believe the success or 

failure of the trip should be measured.  It is in Chickasha, not Jerusalem, that I will 

demonstrate whether I truly learned and grew while I was in the Holy Land.  Will I run 

in fear?  Will I return to my idolatry?  Or will I walk in the truth of the mountain we sat 

upon, the mountain where God sends fire from the heavens? 

                        

        Shalom, 

        Justin 

 



Parkview Christian Church, 2828 S. 9th Street,                            

P. O. Box 279, Chickasha, OK 73023    405-224-3027   

www.parkviewcc.com -  parkviewchristian6@gmail.com       

facebook.com/PVCCOK             

Sunday School at 9:30am  Sunday Worship at 10:30am                                                                      

Sun. PM  Jr & Sr High   

Wed.,  Adults & Youth Meet, Kids Meet at 6:30pm                                                                  
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Elders and Deacons Meeting 

Monday, July 8, 2019  at 7pm 

 July 9-12th   6-8pm                   

   3y—completed 5th Gr 

REGISTER at  

facebook.com/PVCCOK, 

parkviewcc.com, 

or call 224-3027 

 

Let us know you’re coming 
so we can plan. 

Invite Your 

Friends!! 

Sunday, August 4th   

6pm in the Parkview 

Sanctuary 


