Thanksgiving
November is the month of Thanksgiving, and so it is important for us as Christians to take some time
to think/meditate on the good things we have in our lives. We want to look at what the Lord has given us and
done for us, so that we can be thankful for all the blessings we have. But this should not be something that we
do only in the month of November; it is something we should do everyday of our lives. That is at least what
the Bible tells us to do over and over again.
In the Psalms we see all sorts of verses telling us to give thanks to the Lord. For example, in Psalm
100:4, the Psalmist tells us to, “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Be
thankful to Him, and bless His name.” That is more than good advice; it is a way of life to live praising God.
Later on in Psalm 107, we read, “Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures
forever.” Well, his mercy is still the same today as in the days of the Psalmists, so the reason that we are told
to give thanks to the Lord still exists. We therefore, obviously have the same opportunities to praise Him and
give Him thanks!
In Ephesians 5, after the Apostle Paul tells us to be filled with the Holy Spirit, he goes through and begins to describe what it
will look like if we are filled with the Holy Spirit. One of the things he talks about in verse 20, is gratitude. He says we are to live,
“Giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”. Notice the absolute clauses of
this sentence. He says to give thanks always, not just in situations where is it obvious, but even in the difficult times. He also tells us
to give thanks for everything. So that means that we need to look deeper than the simple superficial things of life, but get into the
details of what we have and experience.

Finally, I would be negligent not to mention Philippians 4:5-6, “Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” The
context here is slightly different from the other verses I used because this passage is talking specifically about
giving thanks to God in the midst of difficult times. Why would we do that? Because God promises to help us
in the midst of difficulties with supernatural peace that will guard our hearts through the trials. How amazing
is that?! But notice what he says; He tells us to give thanks in the midst of the situation that would naturally
cause stress and anxiety, then the peace of God will guard your heart and mind. So gratitude becomes a really
important ingredient to making it through difficult times. I find that really interesting.
So, by looking at just a few verses in the Bible that talk about gratitude (and there are many more), we
can see that thanksgiving is a critical part of our lives as believers. I think it is something that we tend to lack
at times, especially when life gets hard. So let's take this holiday season and make it a way of life for ourselves
and our families, so that we can constantly experience that goodness of God, and live our lives with a greater
joy and peace from our change of mindset. If I could suggest something for all of you readers here, I would
encourage you to get a simple 3 x 5 note card and write on it all the people and things in your life that you are
thankful for. Then place that card next your bed so that you will see it at night and in the morning. You can
read that card before you go to bed and when you wake up. Even read it out loud. You will begin to change
your perspective on things in your life by practicing this daily habit of gratitude. I have done this at different
points of my life and I felt the difference it makes in my attitude when I give thanks and when I do not.
Give it a try; I promise you will enjoy it!
-Pastor Tom
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Happy December Birthday
12/2 Colten Elrod
12/3 Cheyenne Robinson
12/5 Marge McLaughlin
12/5 Jacob Mitchell
12/8 Deneva Chaney
12/8 Norman Fritz
12/12 Cathy Wilson
12/12 Cyler Elrod
12/18 Jennifer Spray
12/19 Rose Woods
12/27 Lillian Tarbox
12/30 Ezra Standridge
12/30 Ashley Foster
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We are
celebrating the
baptism of Eli
Owens who was
baptized into
Christ at PCC
on Sunday,
11/13 by his father. He is the son of
Cody and Rebecca Owens, brother to
Tyson and Lynix, and a 5th grader at
Friend School . The Owens family is an
integral part of the fellowship of
believers at Parkview, and Eli is an
active part of the Parkview Youth
Group.

Eli Owens

Congratulations, Eli!
Parkview-

10/3/2022

I’m doing pretty well over all. After the radiation,
cancer seems to be gone, that will continue to be checked
with CAT Scans, etc. Will keep you informed.
I wanted to say thanks for all of the prayers!!
God Bless,
Dick Darrow
God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:19

Happy December Anniversary
12/1 Robert & Elizabeth Griffin
12/22 Coy & Roberta Eskew
12/26 Andrew & Jentri Foster
12/29 Cody & Rebecca Owens
12/31 Michael & Lashonda
Cassmeyer

Parkview,
The words “Thank You” just don’t seem sufficient for all
my church family has done for me. The meals you lovingly
provided have been instrumental in my recovery. I don’t know
what I would have done without them.
The calls, texts, visits, taking me to and from a doctor’s
appointment, bringing me home from the hospital and making
sure I had something to eat and drink. Even taking my trash to
the curb. May the Lord continue to bless and keep you,
Parkview.
Ranee’ Hayes
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Happy holiday season to you all. I want to pass along some important information and
then some good news and a bit of thanks.
1) Winter Camp at Camp Sooner is December 2-4 for 6th-12th grades. Cost is $75. We’ll leave
Friday at 5 p.m. and return on Sunday around 1 p.m. Students will need to eat dinner
before leaving or bring money for dinner on Friday evening.
2) Parents Day Out is December 10th from noon-4 p.m. We’ll begin directly after the
children’s Christmas program rehearsal (10 a.m.-noon) that morning. Lunch will be provided.
This is for Parkview students only, ages 3 years-5th grade. You must RSVP to Joseph by
December 3rd.
3) The youth group Christmas party will be Sunday, December 18. Each student will need to
bring a $5 gift for Dirty Santa. Also, if your student would like to bring a finger food to share
that would be great but certainly not necessary.
4) The youth group New Years Eve Eve party will be Thursday, December 29 th (Date
Change!!!) from 6 p.m. to midnight. The cost is $15 per student. Since this par ty ends
late in the evening, we will be glad to bring your student home.
Now, for the good news. We’ve been averaging 21 students on Wednesday and Sunday
evenings this school year and we have 28 students I would consider regular attenders. This
is up from an average of 14 last school year. I know it’s not important to get too caught up in
numbers, but I also think it’s important to point out God’s work and be thankful. We’re very
excited about this and ask you to pray for all our students and leaders.
More thanks…Rose and I would like to thank you all for your generosity during
Minister’s Appreciation month. We are blessed by you all in many ways. Thanks for
everything.

Joseph
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Parkview Christian Church, 2828 S. 9th Street,
Chickasha, OK 73018 (P. O. Box 279, 73023)
405-224-3027 www.parkviewcc.com
facebook.com/PVCCOK
parkviewchristian6@gmail.com
Sunday School 9:30am
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 10:30am
(also live online)
Sunday Night Youth 6p (Beginning Nov. 5th
Sunday Night Youth Meet at 5:30-7:30p)
Sunday Evening - Small Groups
Wednesdays 5:30pm Meal (Donations Taken)
6pm Youth Meet
6:30-7:30pm at Parkview--Adults Meet, Kids Meet
http://parkview.freeonlinechurch.com/live

Leadership Meeting Sunday,
Dec. 18 after the am service
Wednesday Night Meals
A big THANK YOU to all those who have
planned, cooked, served and cleaned up for
our meals before our Wednesday activities.
Our last meal in 2022 will be on Dec. 14th.
They’ll start up again sometime in 2023.

PARKVIEW SMALL GROUPS ARE BACK meeting on Sundays at
various times and places. If you’d like to be a part of this fellowship,
please see Shawn Jantz.
On Sunday Morning,
December 11 (during the morning
service) the Children will present
their Christmas Play,
“The Christmas Window”

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

~~~~~

On Sat., Dec. 10th from 10am-Noon they will
have a dress rehearsal. See Amy Wilson for info
on the play or practice.
~~~~~~~

Noon to 4pm Sat, Dec. 10th
There will be a Parkview Only
“Parents Day Out” for children
3years—5th Grade (See Joseph’s article)

Dec. 24th at 4pm
at Parkview

